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        Our advocacy and campaigns and policy work includes public affairs, stakeholder engagement, public relations and media and communications.
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        The Anaesthesia Heritage Centre tells the remarkable story of anaesthesia, from its first public demonstration in 1846 to modern day anaesthetists working in the aftermath of wars and terrorist attacks. 
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        The Anaesthesia Museum holds a series of events across the year, usually linked to the temporary exhibition.
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        The Heritage Centre has been collecting oral histories from notable anaesthetists for several years. You can also view a a series of training films for anaesthetists here.
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        View our previous exhibitions, discover biographies for important figures in the history of anaesthesia, and take look at a timeline of the history of anaesthesia.
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	Please note that these guidelines are currently under review and will be updated in due course

Summary

Anaesthetists often face the question of whether the risks of regional anaesthetic techniques are increased when performed on patients with abnormalities of coagulation, and, if so, whether they are so increased that the techniques should be modified or avoided. 


These guidelines relate to abnormalities of coagulation, whether the result of the administration of drugs, or that of pathological processes, to the consequent haemorrhagic risks associated with neuraxial and peripheral nerve blocks. 


These guidelines contain four tables that address risks associated with:

	Anticoagulant drugs
	Neuraxial and peripheral nerve blocks
	Obstetric anaesthesia
	Special circumstances such as trauma, sepsis and massive transfusion




In the guideline the notes to accompany Table 2 stated that there was one death in a patient who underwent lumbar plexus block. This was incorrect, and should read:


“The one death in this series was that of a patient on clopidogrel who underwent a lumbar sympathetic block...”
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